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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPH, PBOR, PN, FR 

SUBJECT: GOF RECONSIDERING TORRIJOS REQUEST FOR SPECIAL 
CONCORDE FLIGHT 

REF: PARIS 29804 

1 . ON DECEMBER 13, 1977 QUAI LATIN AMERICAN DIRECTOR, 
RAYMOND CESAIRE, INFORMED US THAT DURING THE TORRIJOS 
VISIT, REPORTED REFTEL, THE PANAMANAIN PRESIDENT 
SOUNDED OUT GOF ON THE POSSIBILITY OF HAVING AN AIR 
FRANCE CONCORDE LAND AT THE NEW PANAMA CITY AIRPORT 
DURING INAUGURAL CEREMONIES, TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR 
MID-JANUARY 1978. THE QUAI'S INITIAL REACTION IS 
CAUTIOUS IN VIEW THE EXPENSE OF A SPECIAL PARIS-PANAMA 
FLIGHT AND THE SMALL POLITICAL GAIN TO BE EXPECTED BY 
THE FRENCH. 

2. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND CESAIRE THEN EXPLORED 
WITH EMBOFF THE ALTERNATE POSSIBILITY OF A SPECIAL 
WASHINGTON-PANAMA CONCORDE FLIGHT ON WHICH CERTAIN KEY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 36990 201349Z 

US OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH PANAMANIAN QUESTION WOULD 
JOIN THE GROUP OF FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES ON A PAYING 
BASIS. OFFHAND WE SEE NO GOOD REASON TO HELP THE 
FRENCH ADVERTISE CONCORDE, UNLESS PANAMANIANS ATTACH 
SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO THIS PROJECT TO MAKE IT WORTH 
OUR CONSIDERATION. 
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3. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT AND OR EMBASSY PANAMA 
COMMENTS SOONEST. 

HARTMAN 
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